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THE REFERENCE INSTRUMENTS IN 

SCIENTIFIC PAPERS  

The article mainly refers at the reference instruments as bibliographic elements which are being used in 

the elaboration of the scientific papers. The aim of the study is to establish the parts and the 

corresponding format for a good bibliographic use of the documentary sources used in the scientific 

activity. Are highlighted the differences:  citation /bibliographic description for reference,  reference 

list / bibliography and the role of the  ISO 690 as a flexible standard which does not impose a fixed 

style but basic recommendations in the  bibliographic structure of used sources, resulting in a variety of 

international editorial styles. The major conclusion of the study is that there is the possibility of 

adapting the international standard requirements to a personal style of using  the reference instruments. 
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exact style in citation systems or in bibliographic format, only a few conditions about 

the consistency of style, sufficiency and accuracy of information. [1] 

A limited bibliographic description for the most usual type of document (book) can be 

rendered by the following scheme: 
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In the current editorial practice there are a variety of formats and citation 

styles.  

Also in the citation styles is being used one or more methods or systems 

citation. 
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4.5 
essential 

recommendations (of elements, order and punctuation), it is possible an 

individual/ized use of citation system rules and bibliographic format requirements by 

the different authors and local editors. 
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6. 

2. Because of the flexibility of ISO 690 standard, which does not impose a determined 

style, we can talk of the following possibilities: 

2.1. Adapting standardized requirements to the own system:  citation – 

bibliographic format;  
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2.2. Taking one of the known editorial styles, depending of the specific 

research subject (example: for Natural and Social Sciences: author – date; for Human 

Sciences:  note – bibliography); 

2.3. Applying the recommendations for authors from a publisher (example: 

Recommendations for authors  from the Interethnic Cultural Center "Transilvania“). 
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